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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

This action is in response to the Applicant's election of Group I (claims 8-21 and 
39) without traverse filed May 6, 2005. Therefore claims 8-21 and 39 will be considered 
for examination. All other claims are hereby withdrawn from consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following Is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 8-21 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which Applicant regards as the invention. Claim 8 recites the temi "optional timing". 
This term is unclear to the examiner. For examination purposes, the examiner will 
assume that this term refers to the time at which a customer makes a selection for 
printing an image. Claim 21 recites the limitation "...properly used..." This term is 
unclear to the examiner. For examination purposes, the examiner will assume that this 
phrase means that the image transmitted by the broadcasting station is the same as the 
image received by the receiver. Finally, the term "temporarily" in claim 39 is a relative 
term which renders the claim indefinite. The term "temporarily" is not defined by the 
claim, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite 
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degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the 
scope of the invention. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 12 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claim 12 
recites that the order data is transmitted in advance as reservation information and that 
the optional timing of an image displayed is based on the reservation information 
reserved by a customer. The prior art does not teach or suggest this limitation. 

Claim Rejections * 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 8, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fredlund et al. (US 5,666,215) hereafter referred to as Fredlund. 

Referring to claim 8 : Fredlund teaches an ordering system comprising: a first 
information apparatus having an image displaying unit ( coL 2, lines 34-37 : "The customer 
is able to display the images{s) on his or her personal computer monitor or Interactive TV along with an 
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index number associated with each image"). The Applicant's specification discloses that the 
first information apparatus is a television (paragraph [0138]). Fredlund also teaches a 
second information apparatus capable of transmitting order data at optional timing 
desired by a customer to said first information apparatus with respect to an image 
displayed on said image displaying unit of said first information apparatus ( col. 5. lines 
38-49 : "The customer then identifies one of the images using a standard drag and drop computer 
interface or set-top box selection mode, for example by clicking on one of the images with a mouse or 
trackball and dragging it into the large display area 56. or by entering the desired frame number on a 
remote control device if the program is implemented via a set-top box. The customer can thereby use the 
computer data entry means to select one at a time the images he or she desires to have printed and 
desired services relating to each selected image. In this manner, a simple, non-intimidating display can 
be used to enter all necessary order infonmation."). The Applicant's specification discloses that 
the second information apparatus can be a camera, PDA, cell phone, or remote control 
(paragraphs [0138] and [0141]). Finally, Fredlund teaches wherein said first information 
apparatus having received said order data adds predetermined data relating to said 
displayed image corresponding to said optional timing to said order data to prepare 
goods order data and transmits the goods order data to a third information apparatus in 
a predetermined destination of transmission (col. 4, line 46 - col. 5. line 16 : "Responding 
to the instructions 29 and using appropriate identification, the customer through the personal computer 42 
or set-top boxftelevision combination is able to access the low resolution version of their digital image file 
contained in storage device 28. In the case of the computer, these images are then transferred over the 
communication channel to the personal computer 42 where the images are displayed on a display device 
such as a CRT 48 associated with the personal computer 42. The operator of the personal computer 42 
is able to execute a suitable program. ..As Shown in FIG. 3, the program displays a graphical user 
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interface 50 on the display device 48 that enables the customer to select the photographic services 
desired."; col. 6. lines 42-54 : "When the order infonnation for all the desired orders is complete[d] a 
payment interface screen 82 as shown in FIG. 5 is displayed. The payment interface screen 82 includes 
a scroll area 84 for indicating payment method, such as Master Card, or Visa. Spaces 86, 88 and 90 are 
provided for entering the payment card number, the card holders name and the card expiration date, 
respectively. A set of option buttons 92 are provided for indicating whether the order will be sent by 
modem or diskette. If the modem option is selected, a 1-800 phone number 94 for sending the order may 
be displayed, and after communication with the photo processing lab is established, the order can be sent 
by activating a "send" control button 95."; Figure 3, itenn "76") . 

Referring to clainn 10 : Fredlund teaches all of the limitations of claim 8 as noted 
above. Furthermore, Fredlund teaches that the predetermined destination of 
transmission of said goods order data is set in said first information apparatus f col. 6. 
lines 42-54 : **When the order information for all the desired orders is complete[d] a payment interface 
screen 82 as shown in FIG. 5 is displayed... A set of option buttons 92 are provided for indicating whether 
the order will be sent by modem or diskette. If the modem option is selected, a 1-800 phone number 94 
for sending the order may be displayed, and after communication with the photo processing lab is 
established, the order can be sent by activating a "send" control button 95."; Figure 5. item "92" ). 

Referring to claim 1 1 : Fredlund teaches all of the limitations of claim 8 as noted 
above. Furthermore, Fredlund teaches that the order data is transmitted from said 
second information apparatus to said first information apparatus by the customer at said 
desired optional timing while watching said displayed image (col. 5, lines 32-49). 

Referring to claim 13 : Fredlund teaches all of the limitations of claim 8 as noted 
above. Furthermore, Fredlund teaches that the order data includes print order data for 
ordering a print of an image displayed on said image displaying unit of said first 
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information apparatus at said optional timing (col. 5, lines 32-49); said predetermined 
data includes image data of an image displayed on said image displaying unit of said 
first information apparatus at said optional timing, processed image data thereof and 
infonnation related thereto (Figure 3, item "76"; col. 5, lines 52-61); said goods order 
data includes print order data for ordering a print of an image displayed on said image 
displaying unit of said first infonmation apparatus (col. 5, lines 32-49); said first 
information apparatus transmits said print order data to said predetermined destination 
of transmission and said predetermined destination of transmission applies print 
processing to said print order data (col. 6, lines 42-54; col. 7, lines 18-30). 

Referring to claim 15 : Fredlund teaches all of the limitations of claim 8 as noted 
above. Furthermore, Fredlund teaches that the order data includes recording medium 
order data for ordering a recording medium in which data corresponding to an image 
displayed on said image displaying unit of said first infomnation apparatus at said 
optional timing is recorded (Figure 3. item "76": col. 5. lines 35-37 : "To select one of the 
images from the digital image file, the customer selects the desired print size and quantity in area 76."), 
said predetermined data includes data corresponding to said displayed image at said 
optional timing and information related thereto (col. 5, lines 52-61), said goods order 
data includes recording medium order data for ordering a recording medium in which 
data corresponding to said displayed image is recorded (col. 5. lines 35-37) . and said 
first information apparatus transmits said recording medium order data to said 
predetermined destination of transmission and said predetermined destination of 
transmission applies processing for recording said recording medium order data in said 
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recording medium (col. 5. lines 35-37: col. 6. lines 50-54 : col. 7. lines 18-27 : col. 8. lines 
56-63) . 

Referring to claim 16 : Fredlund teaches all of the limitations of claim 15 as noted 
above. Furthermore, Fredlund teaches that the data corresponding to said displayed 
image includes processed image data thereof (col. 5, lines 52-61 ). 

Refeninq to claim 19 : Fredlund teaches all of the limitations of claim 13 as noted 
above. Furthermore, Fredlund teaches that the related information includes program 
data and is printed in association with said image data and said data corresponding to 
said displayed image and outputted to a computer readable recording medium in 
association with said image data or said data corresponding to said displayed image 
(col. 8. lines 20-24). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention vt/as made to a person liaving ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9, 14, 17, 18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fredlund et al. (US 5,666,215) hereafter referred to as Fredlund. 

Referrino to claim 9 : Fredlund teaches all of the limitations of claim 8 as noted 
above. Furthermore, Fredlund teaches that the predetermined data is goods 
characteristic information relating said displayed image (Figure 3, item "76"). Fredlund 
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does not teach that the order data is orderer identification information, or that the 
infonnation on said optional timing to be obtained by said first information apparatus is 
time infonnation in said second information apparatus accompanying said order data. 
However, the Examiner notes that these limitations are not functionally involved in the 
elements of the recited system. Therefore these limitations are deemed to be 
nonfunctional descriptive material. The elements of the recited system would be the 
same regardless of what information the order data or optional timing contained. The 
differences between the content of the Applicant's data and the prior art are merely 
subjective. Thus this nonfunctional descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art in temns of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 
1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry. 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 
1031 (Fed. Cir 1994) also see MPEP 2106. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to place any 
information in the invention of Fredlund because such information does not functionally 
or structurally relate to the elements of the claimed system and because the subjective 
interpretation of infomnation does not patentably distinguish the claimed invention. 

Referring to claim 14 : Fredlund teaches all of the limitations of claim 13 as noted 
above. Fredlund does not teach that the print order data includes data recording 
instruction information. However, the Examiner notes that this limitation is not 
functionally involved in the elements of the recited system. Therefore this limitation is 
deemed to be nonfunctional descriptive material. The elements of the recited system 
would be the same regardless of what information the print order data contained. The 
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differences between the content of the Applicant's data and the prior art are merely 
subjective. Thus this nonfunctional descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art in terms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 
1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 
1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994) also see MPEP 2106. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to place any 
information in the print order data of Fredlund because such information does not 
functionally or structurally relate to the elements of the claimed system and because the 
subjective interpretation of information does not patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention. 

Refemno to claims 17. 18. and 20 : Fredlund teaches all of the limitations of 
claims 13 and 15 as noted above. Fredlund does not teach that the data corresponding 
to said displayed image is text data, or that the recording medium order data includes 
information on instruction for recording in said recording medium, or that the related 
information includes edition information. However, the Examiner notes that these 
limitations are not functionally involved in the elements of the recited system. Therefore 
these limitations are deemed to be nonfunctional descriptive material. The elements of 
the recited system would be the same regardless of the information used. The 
differences between the content of the Applicant's data and the prior art are merely 
subjective. Thus this nonfunctional desaiptive material will not distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art in tenms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 
1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 
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1031 (Fed Cir 1994) also see MPEP 2106. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to place any 
information in the invention of Fredlund because such information does not functionally 
or structurally relate to the elements of the claimed system and because the subjective 
interpretation of information does not patentably distinguish the claimed invention. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fredlund et al. (US 5,666,215) hereafter referred to as Fredlund in view of Garland 
(US 6,366,359 B1). 

Refemng to claim 21 : Fredlund teaches all of the limitations of claim 8 as noted 
above. Furthemriore, Fredlund teaches that the first information apparatus is a 
television receiver and predetemnined data relating to said displayed image at said 
optional timing includes image data of said displayed image of said television receiver 
(col. 2. lines 34-37 : "The customer is able to display the images(s) on his or her personal computer 
monitor or interactive TV along with an index number associated with each image"). Fredlund does 
not teach that the image data of an image received by said television receiver and 
displayed thereon and original image data in a broadcasting station transmitting the 
image data to said television receiver are properly used as said image data of said 
displayed image of said television receiver. However, Garland teaches an integrated 
digital television and printer system that receives broadcast images and displays the 
images to a user who can then print a particular displayed image using a remote control 
device (col. 2, line 62 - col. 3, line 53). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to incorporate the teachings 
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of Garland into the invention of Fredlund. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to do so in order to print images displayed on a television as taught by 
Garland (col. 1, lines 12-23). 

Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fredlund et al. (US 5,666,215) hereafter referred to as Fredlund in view of Official 
Notice. 

Referring to claim 39 : Fredlund teaches all of the limitations of claim 8 as noted 
above. Furthermore, Fredlund teaches that the goods order data of the customer is 
temporarily accumulated (col. 8, lines 45-49). Fredlund does not teach that information 
for confirmation with order transmitting route infonnation added to said goods order data 
is transmitted to said destination of communication of the customer for each order item 
based on orderer identification information. However, Official Notice is taken that it is 
old and well known in the art to send a confirmation notice of order to a particular 
individual based on an orderer's identification information. Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to 
incorporate this feature into the invention of Fredlund. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do so in order to notify a user that his or her order had 
been received. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naeem Haq whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
6758. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn W. Coggins can be reached on (571 )-272-7159. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Infomriation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



273-8300. 




Naeem Haq, Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3625 



November 26, 2005 



